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Mr. President,

We welcome the distinguished Latvian delegation to the UPR Working Group and
thank the head of delegation for the detailed national report and for today’s informative
presentation.

The Republic of Moldova commends Latvia’s commitment to democracy and its
positive record on human rights, mcﬁw)rni 0 'H’f dﬁf({{ o m,ﬂau,lfaf ;n}efmf, o

We applaud Latvia for its constructive engagement with the UPR mechanism. Since the
last UPR review, Latvia has taken significant steps to implement the recommendations
and made progress in many areas.

We welcome the ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the International

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the abolition of the death penalty from the
Criminal Law.

Following our recommendations to Latvia in the first UPR cycle, we positively note the
improvements to the normative framework for combating human trafficking that
provided for the right of victims of human trafficking to receive State compensation.

We also recognize measures undertaken to implement the National Strategy for the
Prevention of Human Trafficking, including awareness raising campaigns targeted at
risk groups. Bearing in mind the UN Treaty Bodies” concerns in this area, we would be

interested to learn whether the national identification and referral mechanism is fully
operational.

While welcoming steps undertaken to prevent and combat torture and ill-treatment, we
recommend Latvia fo consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and
establish a National Preventive Mechanism.

In conclusion, we wish Latvia success in the implementation of recommendations of the
2" UPR cycle.

I thank you, Mr. President.



